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Abstract 

The rise of digital solopreneurship has emerged as a transformative force in modern 

entrepreneurship, driven by technological advancements and the gig economy. This 

conceptual research examines how solopreneurs utilize digital platforms, artificial 

intelligence, and automation to create and expand firms with limited physical infrastructure. 

The study investigates the ramifications for entrepreneurial ecosystems, emphasizing 

sustainable growth, financial autonomy, and innovation. Furthermore, it underscores 

significant problems, such as legislative obstacles, deficiencies in digital skills, and market 

saturation. This study synthesizes current material to elucidate the expanding significance of 

solopreneurs in influencing economic landscapes, especially in emerging economies. The 

results help us understand the change from traditional business models to digitally enabled, 

self-sufficient companies. They also give policymakers and teachers useful strategic advice. 

Future studies should investigate policy frameworks that facilitate solopreneurial 

sustainability and digital change. 
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1.1 Introduction 

 Entrepreneurship has historically been a catalyst for economic progress, innovation, 

and employment generation (Shane & Venkataraman, 2000). Nonetheless, the essence of 

entrepreneurship has transformed considerably because of technical progress, globalization, 

and shifting customer inclinations. A notable trend influencing the entrepreneurial landscape 

is digital solopreneurship, a business model wherein individuals utilize digital tools and 

platforms to autonomously establish, manage, and expand their enterprises (Giones & Brem, 
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2017). In contrast to conventional entrepreneurs who often necessitate physical infrastructure 

and extensive personnel, digital solopreneurs depend on technology, automation, and online 

platforms to operate their firms effectively (Nambisan, 2017). This shift has reconfigured 

company paradigms, allowing entrepreneurs to function internationally with minimum 

investment. 

The emergence of digital solopreneurship is intricately connected to the swift 

advancement of digital technologies, such as artificial intelligence (AI), cloud computing, 

social media, and blockchain (Brynjolfsson & McAfee, 2017). These technologies have 

markedly reduced entry barriers, enabling individuals to begin firms with minimal capital and 

operational expenses. Digital solopreneurs employ many platforms, such as Shopify, 

Amazon, Etsy, Upwork, and Fiverr, which enable e-commerce, freelancing, and content 

monetization (Reinartz et al., 2019).  

 The adaptability and expandability of digital entrepreneurship provide considerable 

benefits, especially for people in developing economies where access to traditional company 

infrastructure is sometimes restricted (Acs et al., 2018). Furthermore, the gig economy has 

accelerated the expansion of digital solopreneurship by promoting independent job options 

and diminishing reliance on conventional employment frameworks (Katz & Krueger, 2019). 

Digital solopreneurs participate in several business models, such as dropshipping, affiliate 

marketing, coaching, digital content production, and software development (Autio et al., 

2018). These business concepts allow individuals to capitalize on their skills and knowledge 

while serving worldwide audiences. Companies are becoming more and more reliant on 

digital platforms to run their businesses.  

 This is in line with changing consumer habits, as more and more people prefer online 

shopping, personalized services, and digital interactions (Dwivedi et al., 2020).The COVID-

19 pandemic significantly expedited global digital transformation, hence facilitating the 

growth of digital solopreneurship (Chalmers et al., 2021). People pursued supplementary 

revenue streams via internet platforms, compelling numerous conventional enterprises to 

implement digital solutions. This transition further validated digital entrepreneurship as a 

feasible and enduring career option. Even though digital solopreneurship has many benefits, 

it also has some problems, such as relying on one platform, algorithmic changes, digital 

security holes, and not getting the benefits of a regular job (De Stefano, 2016). The digital 

gap continues to be a substantial obstacle, since individuals in poor areas may lack the 
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technology skills and internet access required for engagement in digital entrepreneurship (van 

Dijk, 2020). 

 As digital solopreneurship expands, it is crucial to comprehend its enduring effects on 

the global economy and job dynamics. This study examines the function of digital 

solopreneurs within the entrepreneurial ecosystem, the technological innovations propelling 

their expansion, and the obstacles they encounter. By analyzing these factors, governments, 

business leaders, and researchers may formulate strategies to cultivate a more inclusive and 

sustainable digital entrepreneurial ecosystem.  

 

2.1 Review of Literature on Digital Solopreneurship 

Table 2.1 

Author(s) 

& Year 

Title & Focus Key Findings Relevance to Study 

Giones & 

Brem 

(2017) 

Digital technology 

entrepreneurship 

Defines digital 

solopreneurship and 

highlights technology's role 

in business scaling. 

Provides foundational 

understanding of digital 

solopreneurship. 

Nambisan 

(2017) 

Digital 

entrepreneurship 

framework 

Discusses how digital 

technologies shape 

entrepreneurial ecosystems. 

Helps frame how digital 

tools empower 

solopreneurs. 

Acs et al. 

(2018) 

Global 

Entrepreneurship 

Index 2018 

Highlights digital 

entrepreneurship trends in 

emerging markets. 

Supports research on 

digital solopreneurship 

in developing regions. 

Autio et al. 

(2018) 

Digital affordances & 

entrepreneurial 

ecosystems 

Examines how digital 

platforms enable small-

scale entrepreneurship. 

Strengthens discussion 

on platform dependency 

in solopreneurship. 

Reinartz et 

al. (2019) 

Digital 

transformation in 

retail 

Explores e-commerce and 

digital marketing strategies 

for entrepreneurs. 

Relevant to 

solopreneurs using 

social media and online 

marketplaces. 
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Katz & 

Krueger 

(2019) 

Gig economy & 

alternative work 

arrangements 

Shows how the gig 

economy supports 

independent digital 

workers. 

Provides insights into 

freelance solopreneurship 

trends. 

Dwivedi et 

al. (2020) 

Impact of COVID-19 

on digital 

transformation 

Discusses how the 

pandemic accelerated 

digital entrepreneurship. 

Explains the rapid adoption 

of digital business models. 

Chalmers 

et al. 

(2021) 

Digital 

entrepreneurship 

during crises 

Analyzes resilience and 

challenges faced by 

digital entrepreneurs. 

Supports discussion on 

sustainability and long-term 

viability of digital 

solopreneurship. 

 

2.2. Objectives of the study 

❖ To analyze the role of digital solopreneurship in shaping modern entrepreneurial 

ecosystems. 

❖ To examine the impact of technological advancements on solopreneurial 

sustainability and scalability. 

❖ To explore the challenges and opportunities for digital solopreneurs in emerging 

markets. 

 

2.3. Research Gap  

 Current studies on digital solopreneurship inadequately address long-term 

sustainability, scalability, and economic effects, particularly in emerging nations. Significant 

issues such as algorithmic reliance, financial volatility, and regulatory obstacles remain little 

examined. Moreover, research on AI, blockchain, and automation in solopreneurship is 

disjointed. Rectifying these deficiencies is crucial to bolster solopreneurs' resilience and 

formulate appropriate policy frameworks.  

 

2.4. Statement of the Problem 

 Digital solopreneurship is transforming entrepreneurship; nonetheless, its 

sustainability, scalability, and difficulties are still inadequately examined. Factors like 

platform reliance, financial instability, and legal limits impede expansion, particularly in 

emerging nations. This research analyzes the opportunities and obstacles encountered by 
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digital solopreneurs, with the objective of offering insights for policy formulation and 

entrepreneurial achievement. 

 

3.1. Methodology of the Study 

 This study adopts a conceptual research approach to explore the role of digital 

solopreneurship in the entrepreneurial ecosystem. The research is qualitative and relies on 

secondary data sources, including academic journals, case studies, industry reports, and 

relevant websites. A systematic literature review is conducted to analyze existing theories, 

frameworks, and trends related to digital solopreneurship. 

 

3.2. Conceptual Framework:  

Figure 3.2. 

 

 

 

  

This conceptual framework illustrates how technology facilitators promote digital 

solopreneurship, while obstacles influence its success. By comprehending these dynamics, 

governments, scholars, and business leaders may formulate policies to assist digital 

solopreneurs and augment their contributions to the entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

 

4.1. The Role of Digital Solopreneurship in Modern Entrepreneurial Ecosystems 

 Digital solopreneurship is transforming entrepreneurship by allowing individuals to 

create and operate enterprises online with AI, automation, e-commerce, and digital 

marketing. In contrast to conventional entrepreneurs, solopreneurs function autonomously, 

utilizing technology to enhance productivity and scalability. The gig economy, remote work 

culture, and digital revolution have catalyzed the emergence of solopreneurship, enabling 

people to access global markets with minimum investment. 

Digital solopreneurs foster innovation, disrupt markets, stimulate economic 

development, and generate employment. They utilize AI, blockchain, and social media to 

establish specialty enterprises while delegating jobs to freelancers. This paradigm fosters 

inclusion and accessibility, enabling individuals from many backgrounds to participate in 

global business. Nevertheless, obstacles include platform reliance, financial instability, 

Technology Enablers 

Opportunities & Impact 

Challenges & Barriers Digital 
Solopreneurship 



 

  

National Conference on Innovation and Technopreneurship in Commerce, organized by Department of Commerce 

and Commerce with Computer Applications, Arul Anandar College (Autonomous) 
221 

 

 Special Issue | Feb. 2026 | International Journal of Business and Economics Research (IJBER) e-ISSN: 2455-3921 

regulatory impediments, and the digital divide remaining. Solopreneurs are susceptible to 

algorithmic alterations, erratic revenue streams, and legal intricacies.  

 Notwithstanding these obstacles, progress in AI, Web3, and decentralized finance will 

persist in empowering digital solopreneurs. As governments acknowledge their economic 

achievements, forthcoming measures may offer further assistance for solopreneurs. The 

ongoing advancement of technology and digital infrastructure guarantees that digital 

solopreneurship is a vital component of contemporary entrepreneurial ecosystems, promoting 

innovation and enhancing economic resilience. 

 

4.2. Impact of Technological Advancements on Solopreneurial Sustainability and 

Scalability 

 Technology has transformed solopreneurship by allowing individuals to operate 

enterprises autonomously using AI, automation, cloud computing, and digital marketing. 

These innovations promote sustainability by augmenting operating efficiency, decreasing 

expenses, and enhancing financial stability. AI-driven tools, chatbots, and cloud-based 

platforms assist solopreneurs in optimizing operations, while digital payment systems enable 

safe transactions. 

 Technology facilitates scalability by granting access to worldwide markets via SEO, 

social media marketing, and e-commerce platforms such as Shopify and Amazon. AI-driven 

customization and blockchain-based smart contracts improve client engagement and security, 

facilitating corporate development. Nonetheless, obstacles such as platform reliance, 

cybersecurity threats, and the significant learning curve persist as impediments to complete 

adoption. Emerging developments such as AI-driven content generation, the metaverse, and 

decentralized finance (DeFi) will enhance the capabilities of solopreneurs, presenting novel 

economic prospects.  

 To succeed, solopreneurs must adjust to advancing technology while managing 

dangers linked to digital reliance. Technology will persist in influencing contemporary 

solopreneurship, guaranteeing adaptability, worldwide accessibility, and innovation-fueled 

expansion. 

 

4.3. Challenges and Opportunities for Digital Solopreneurs in Emerging Markets 

 The growth of digital solopreneurship in emerging nations is attributed to cost-

effective digital platforms, rising internet accessibility, and advancements in financial 



 

  

National Conference on Innovation and Technopreneurship in Commerce, organized by Department of Commerce 

and Commerce with Computer Applications, Arul Anandar College (Autonomous) 
222 

 

 Special Issue | Feb. 2026 | International Journal of Business and Economics Research (IJBER) e-ISSN: 2455-3921 

technology. Entrepreneurs may initiate enterprises with less money by utilizing e-commerce, 

freelancing, and social commerce to reach a worldwide clientele. The proliferation of digital 

payment methods (UPI, PayPal, cryptocurrencies) and remote job options has further 

reinforced this tendency. Moreover, governmental efforts and startup incubators are aiding 

digital entrepreneurs via financial support and skill enhancement programs. 

 Nonetheless, solopreneurs have several obstacles, such as inadequate digital 

infrastructure, inconsistent internet access, and elevated data expenses. Numerous individuals 

face restricted access to financial services and elevated transaction costs, complicating cross-

border trading. Regulatory obstacles, intricate tax frameworks, and cybersecurity 

vulnerabilities provide considerable dangers. Moreover, reliance on technology behemoths 

(Amazon, Facebook, YouTube) subjects solopreneurs to potential income declines resulting 

from policy alterations or algorithm modifications.  

 The deficiency of digital competencies and business education further constrains 

development potential. To address these issues, solopreneurs require enhanced government 

legislation, improved digital literacy initiatives, and alternative financial alternatives, like 

blockchain transactions and decentralized markets. AI-driven technologies and digital 

learning platforms may address skill deficiencies, improving organizational efficiency. Not 

with standing obstacles, digital solopreneurship in emerging nations presents significant 

opportunities for economic emancipation. Through deliberate interventions in technology, 

policy, and education, solopreneurs may optimize possibilities, expand their enterprises 

internationally, and enhance digital economic growth. 

 

4.4. Conclusion 

 Digital solopreneurship is revolutionizing the entrepreneurial environment in 

emerging nations by providing affordable business entry, access to global markets, and 

financial autonomy. Technological advancements, digital payment systems, and remote work 

platforms have empowered individuals to initiate and expand enterprises with few resources. 

Furthermore, governmental assistance, financial technology advancements, and rising 

internet accessibility have generated novel prospects for solopreneurs. Nonetheless, obstacles 

include inadequate digital infrastructure, financial limitations, cybersecurity threats, and 

regulatory impediments that persist in obstructing expansion. Numerous solopreneurs 

encounter platform reliance, insufficient digital competencies, and elevated transaction 

expenses, hindering long-term viability.  
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 Overcoming these obstacles via enhanced regulations, digital education, and new 

finance mechanisms will be essential for solopreneurs to prosper. Appropriate initiatives in 

digital solopreneurship can stimulate economic growth, provide employment, and foster 

innovation in emerging areas. By utilizing technology, embracing emerging trends, and 

improving digital literacy, solopreneurs may optimize their influence and foster a more 

inclusive global economy. 
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