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Abstract 

Toni  Morrison’s  Beloved  is  a  powerful  exploration  of  the  enduring  legacy  of  slavery.  The  novel  particularly  

delves  into  the  psychological  and  emotional  inflicted  upon  African  American  women,  by  the  institution  of  slavery.  

Morrison exposes the dehumanizing nature of slavery and the depths of maternal love through the tragic story of Sethe 

who was a  former  slave  haunted  by  her  past  memories.  By examining themes of memory, trauma, discrimination, 

slavery, and community, Beloved offers a haunting meditation on the human cost of slavery and its ongoing impact on 

American society.  It is a haunting exploration of the enduring legacy of slavery.  This novel was set in post – Civil War  

Ohio.  Morrison’s masterful storytelling weaves together historical fact and magical realism to create a powerful and 

disturbing narrative. The power of memory is one of the most striking themes in this novel.  The characters in Beloved 

were trying to both remember and forget who are constantly grappling with the past.  When Sethe attempts to suppress her 

traumatic memories, it ultimately leads to her undoing and also Beloved’s arrival forces her to confront the horrors of her 

past.  Morrison offers a powerful meditation on the human condition and the  enduring  power  of  hope  through  their  

struggles  and  triumphs.  It  talks  about  a  certain  group  of  people  who  are  still  neglected  from  the  society and  

treated  as  an  object  by  giving  them  their  basic  rights  throughout  this  article. 
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Introduction 

Toni  Morrison’s  Beloved  is  a  haunting  exploration  of  the  enduring  legacy  of  slavery  

and  its  devastating  impact  on  generations  of  African  Americans.  This  novel  was  published  in  

1987,  which  delves  into  the  psychological  and  spiritual  scars  inflicted  upon  individuals  and  

communities  by  the  institution  of  slavery.  At  the  heart  of  the  novel  lies  the  complex  and  

deeply  disturbing  relationship  between  Sethe,  a  former  slave,  and  her  daughter  Beloved,  whom  

she  killed  to  save  her  from  the  world  of  slavery.  This  article  examines  the  theme  “A  Mother’s  

Love,  A  Nation’s  Shame”  in  the  context  of  Beloved,  which  highlights  the  ways  in  which  

Morrison  masterfully  exposes  the  brutal  realities  of  slavery  and  its  ongoing  effects  on  American  

society. 

 

The  novel  is  set  in  1873,  eighteen  years  after  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  which  follows  

Sethe’s  struggles  to  come  to  terms  with  her  past  and  find  peace.  It particularly focuses  on  

women  and  children  through  Sethe’s  narrative  which  reveals  the  unimaginable  atrocities  
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committed  against  enslaved  people.  The  character  Beloved,  who  has  returned  as  a  ghost,  

embodies  the  pain,  trauma,  and  loss  inflicted  upon  her  mother  and  countless  others. 

 

Sethe’s  love  for  her  children  is  a  recurring  theme  throughout  the  novel.  Her  major  

testament  to  the  depth  of  her  maternal  love  is  her  decision  to  kill her  daughter,  rather  than  

allowing  her  to  be  taken  back  into  slavery.  It  is  also  a  powerful  expression  of  resistance  

against  dehumanizing  institution  of  slavery,  though  it  was  horrific.  Sethe’s  love  is  not  only  a  

personal  emotion  but  also  a  political  statement  which  highlights  the  ways  in  which  slavery  

sought  to  destroy  the  bonds  between  parents  and  children.  However,  Sethe’s  love  is  also  

fraught  with  guilt,  shame,  and  trauma.  Her  memories  of  Beloved’s  death  and  the  events  leading  

up  to  it  are  fragmented  and  painful  which  reflects  the  ways  in   slavery  and  its  legacy  continues  

to  haunt  her.  This  character  Beloved  has  returned  to  claim  her  mother’s  attention,  served  as  a  

constant  reminder  of  Sethe’s  past  and  sacrifices  she  made. 

 

The  portrayal  of  Sethe’s  love  and  trauma  serves  as  a  scathing  indictment  of  the  

institution  of  slavery  and  its  ongoing  impact  on  American  society.  It  highlights  the  ways  in  

which  slavery  was  not  only  a  system  of  economic  exploitation  but  also  a  tool  of  psychological  

and  emotional  destruction.  The  two  main  characters  of  Sethe  and  Beloved,  both  embodies  the  

intergenerational  trauma  caused  by  slavery,  which  continues  to  affect  the  lives  of  African  

Americans  today. 

 

Beloved  is  a  powerful  exploration  of  the  destructive  legacy  of  slavery  and  the  enduring  

power  of  a  mother’s  love  and  how  the  nation  stood  as  a  barrier  in  the  name  of  discrimination  

and  slavery.  Through  Sethe’s  narrative,  Morrison  exposes  the  brutal  realities  of  slavery  and  its  

ongoing  effects  on  American  society  which  highlights  the  need  for  collective  acknowledgement,  

accountability,  and  healing.  As  a  nation,  the  United  States  continues  to  grapple  with  the  shame  

of  its  past,  and  Beloved  serves  a  poignant  reminder  of  the  importance  of  confronting  and  

learning  from  history. 

 

A Haunting Exploration of Motherhood and Slavery 

Beloved  is  a  haunting  exploration  of  the  enduring  legacy  of  slavery.  Sethe,  who  was  

the  mother  of  Beloved  and  a  former  slave  who  has  escaped  from  the  institution  of  slavery,  

haunted  by  the  traumatic  memories  of  her  past.  Sethe’s  life  turns  out  more  horrifying  when  a  

mysterious  figure,  Beloved,  arrives  at  her  doorstep.  Beloved,  a  spectral  presence,  is  believed  
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to  be  the  reincarnation  of  Sethe’s  infant  daughter,  whom  she  murdered  to  save  from  a  life  of  

slavery  and  discrimination. 

 

Morrison’s  masterful  storytelling  weaves  together  historical  fact  and  magical  realism  to  

create  a  powerful  and  disturbing  narrative.  It  also  delves  deeper  into  the  complexities  of  

motherhood,  identity,  and  the  destructive  power  of  trauma.  Sethe’s  experiences  exposes  the  

psychological  devastation  wrought  by  slavery  which  highlights  the  ways  in  which  its  horrors  

continue  to  haunt  the  upcoming  generations.  Sethes’s  motherhood  is  also  a  form  of  resistance  

against  the  erasure  of  her  identity  and  humanity.  As  a  slave,  Sethe  was  forced  to  abandon  her  

own  identity  and  autonomy,  but  through  her  relationship  with  her  children,  she  is  able  to  

reclaim  a  sense  of  self  and  humanity.  Her  love  for  her  children  becomes  a  source  of  strength  

and  resilience,  allowing  her  to  survive  the  brutal  conditions  of  slavery. 

 

Slavery’s Destruction of Motherhood 

However,  the  institution  of  slavery  is  also  a  destructive  force  that  seeks  to  erase  the  

bonds  between  mothers  and  children.  This  slave  system  was  more  like  a  machine  which  

separates  the  families,  sells  children  away  from  their  mothers,  and  forces  women  to  bear  

children  only  to  have  them  taken  away.  In  this  regard,  Sethe’s  experiences  as  a  slave  mother  

were  particularly  poignant. The  traumatic  event  which  haunts  Sethe  serves  as  a  powerful  

indictment  of  the  slave  system’s  destruction  of  motherhood. 

 

Baby  Suggs,  the  character  of  Sethe’s  mother  is  also  significant  in  this  regard.  Baby  

Suggs  who  was  also  a  former  slave,  was  forced  to  abandon  her  children  and  her  experiences  

serves  ass  a  powerful  reminder  of  the  ways  in  which  slavery  destroyed  families,  also  erased  

the  bonds  between  mothers  and  children.  Sethe  has  experienced  an  unimaginable  suffering  as  

a  slave  and  a  mother.  She  is  forced  to  endure  both  the  physical  and  emotional  brutality  of  

slavery  which  includes  been  separated  from  her  children  and  also  being  whipped  and  beaten,  

and  also  subjected  to  the  cruel  whims  of  her  slave  owners. 

 

Beloved’s Sufferings 

Beloved’s  sufferings  are  also  deeply  intertwined  with  the  institution  of  slavery.  As  an  

infant,  Beloved  is  subjected  to  the  cruel  and  inhumane  treatment  of  the  slave  owners.  It  also  

includes  being  separated  from  her  mother  and  family.  She  also  lost  her  opportunity  to  live  

and  everything  she  has  to  do  with  this  world.  Though  it  was  a  slavery  life,  it  was  a  great  
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injustice   to  her,  because  the  life  was  seized  from  her  at  her  young  age  that  too even  before  

she  knows  or  understand  her  own  state. 

 

Beloved’s  death  at  the  hands  of  her  mother  is  also  a  testament  to  the  brutal  realities  

of  slavery.  Sethe’s  desire  to  save  her  daughter  from  this  life  of  slavery  motivated  her  to  kill  

Beloved.  Which  serves  as  a  powerful  indictment  of  the  institution  of  slavery. 

 

Denver’s Sufferings 

Denver,  Sethe’s  surviving  daughter  who  also  suffers  greatly  as  result  the  experiences  of  

her  family.  She  grew  up  in  a  household  which  was  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  her  sister.  Denver  

was  forced  to  navigate  to  a  complex  web  of  emotions  and  memories.  Her  sufferings  were  also  

deeply  intertwined  with  her  mother’s  trauma.  Sethe’s  experiences  as  a  slave  and  her  decision  

to  kill  Beloved  have  a  profound  impact  on  Denver’s  life,  and  she  struggles  to  come  to  terms  

with  her  family’s  past. 

 

Denver  suffers  isolation,  as  she  was  then  staying  with  her  mother,  she  felt  more  

loneliness  and  in  search  of  companion  she  was  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  her  sister.  Which  

represents  the  harsh  reality  of  the  marginalization  and  discrimination  her  family  were  facing.  

She  was  ignored  by  the  society  and  her  lost  of  her  sister  at  her  young  age  forced  her  to  be  

isolated.  She  has  to  live  a  life  full  of  fears  and  isolation.  The  brutal  society  gave  her  life  of  

marginalized  and  discrimination  where  she  could  not  live  a  life  she  wants  and  all her  dreams  

were  suppressed.  Her  life  represents  the  upcoming  generations  and  their  sufferings  in  this  

world  full  of  discrimination  and  slavery. 

 

The Intergenerational Trauma 

The  novel  highlights  the  intergenerational  trauma  caused  by  slavery  and  its  ongoing  

impact  on  the  lives  of  African  Americans.  We  can  see  that  this  trauma  undergoes  through  

generations  as  we  can  see  the  characters  Sethe,  Denver,  and  Beloved  who  were  experienced  

it  so  badly  and  the  novel  serves  as  a  powerful  reminder  of  the  need  for  collective  

acknowledgement,  accountability,  and  healing. 

 

The  intergenerational  trauma  is  the  way  the  characters  are  haunted  by  their  past.  Sethe  

is  haunted  by  the  memories  of  her  past  which  includes  her  children,  husband,  and  her  mother  

and  also  her  experiences  of  being  a  slave  while  Denver  is  haunted  by  the  memories  of  her  
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family’s  past.  The  novel  suggests  that  the  trauma  caused  by  slavery  is  not  limited  to  the  

individual  but  can  have  a  profound  impact  on  entire  families  and  communities. 

 

The Impact of Slavery and Discrimination on Family and Relationships 

This  slavery  and  discrimination  destroys  families  and  relationships.  Sethe’s  family  is  

torn  apart  by  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  she  is  forced  to  make  impossible  choices  to  protect  

her  children.  The  slavery  destroys  the  bonds  between  mothers  and  children.  Sethe’s  relationship  

with  her  children  is  marked  by  trauma,  loss,  and  separation,  and  the  novel  serves  as  a  powerful  

reminder  of  the  ways  in  which  slavery  sought  to  erase  the  bonds  between  familes. 

 

We  can  clearly  see  that  their  family  was  torn  and  totally  demolished.  By  taking  this  

family  as  an  example,  we  come  to  know  that  this  society  has  more  power  to  destroy  certain  

group  of  people  in  the  name  of  discrimination  and  also  practiced  slavery  to  oblige  them.  They  

obliged  them  to  not  achieve  their  goals  and  dreams.  The  so - called   upper  class  people  

conquered  all  the  height  and  suppressed  a  certain  group  of  people  in  the  name  of  low – class. 

 

The Weight of the Past 

Sethe’s  life  as  a  slave  was  marked  by  brutality  and  dehumanization.  She  has  gone  

through  physical  and  sexual  violence,  and  witnessed  the  sufferings  of  others.  Her  understandings  

of  motherhood  and  the  lengths  she  would  go  to  protect  her  children,  were  given  by  her  past  

traumas.  Her  decision  to  kill  her  infant  daughter,  Beloved,  was  a  desperate  act  of  love  and  a  

desperate  attempt  to  shield  her  child  from  the  horrors  of  slavery  and  marginalization. 

 

We  can  also  explore  the  psychological  impact  of  slavery  on  Sethe.  Including  the  spectral  

presence  of  Beloved,  she  was  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  her  past.  The  return  of  Beloved  forces  

Sethe  to  confront  the  trauma  of  her  past  and  to  grapple  with  the  consequences  of  her  actions.  

We  can  see  that  Sethe’s  mental  state  was  both  heartbreaking  and  powerful  because  she  faced  

everything  which  makes  her  life  questionable.  Though  she  still  finds  a  reason  to  survive  maybe  

that  is  her  surviving  daughter  Denver.  Which  again  shows  her  maternal  love.  She  might  have  

decided  to  leave  her  life  but  she  chose  to  survive  only  because  of  her  daughter,  Denver.  The  

weight  of  her  past  somehow  demolishes  her  and  family  but  she  again  stood  up  to  fight  for  

her  identity  and  now  for  her  daughter,  both  surviving  and  lost.  Because  for  the  surviving  one,  

she  wants  to  break  all  the  slavery  and  discrimination,  and  to  make  her  achieve  her  heights  
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and  for  the  one  who  was  lost,  Sethe  wants  to  break  all  this  slavery  and  discriminaton  in  order  

to  get  justice  for  her. 

 

The Bond of Motherhood 

As  we’ve  in  the  previous  passages,  Beloved  examines  the  complex  and  often  

contradictory  nature  of  maternal  love.  Sethe’s  love  for  her  children  was  both  source  of  strength  

and  a  source  of  pain.  She  is  willing  to  sacrifice  everything,  including  her  own  freedom  and  

happiness,  to  protect  them.  However,  her  obsessive  love  for  Beloved  ultimately  leads  to  tragedy. 

 

We  can  also  explore  the  ways  in  which  motherhood  is  shaped  by  the  societal  

expectations  and  cultural  norms.  As  a  Black  woman,  Sethe’s  experiences  as  a  mother  are  

shaped  by  the  legacy  of  slavery  and  racism.  She  is  forced  to  navigate  a  world  that  devalues  

Black  women  and  their  children. 

 

The Haunting Presence of the Past 

The  return  of  Beloved,  a  spectral  figure  believed  to  be  the  reincarnation  of  Sethe’s  

murdered  child,  adds  a  supernatural  element  to  the  narrative. Beloved’s  presence  disrupts  the  

fragile  peace  of  Sethe’s  community  and  forces  them  to  confront  the  haunting  past.  Her  arrival  

triggers  a  series  of  events  that  exposes  the  deep – seated  trauma  and  unresolved  grief  of  the  

characters. 

 

Beloved’s  character  is  both  enigmatic  and  disturbing.  She  represents  the  unacknowledged  

and  unprocessed  trauma  of  the  past,  a  constant  reminder  of  the  horrors  of  slavery.  Her  presence  

forces  the  characters  to  confront  their  own  complicity  in  the  cycle  of  violence  and  to  seek  

redemption. 

 

The  Power  of  Memory  and  Forgetting  

We  can  explore  the  complex  relationship  between  memory  and  forgetting.  The  characters  

in  this  novel  were  haunted  by  the  past,  and  they  struggle  to  reconcile  their  traumatic  experiences  

with  their  present  lives.  Beloved’s  arrival  and  presence  made  her  to  remember  her  tragic  past  

of  slavery  where  she  faced  marginalization  and  discrimination.  She  couldn’t  forget  those  

memories  even  though  she  tried  to,  because  of  the  presence  of  Beloved. 
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It  shows  that  forgetting  is  not  always  a  solution.  By  confronting  the  past,  even  the  

most  painful  aspects  of  it,  individuals  can  begin  to  heal  and  move  forward.  However,  the  

process  of  remembering  can  also  be  a  painful  and  traumatic  experience. 

 

A  Call  to  Action 

Beloved  is  a  powerful  and  disturbing  exploration  of  the  human  cost  of  slavery.  

Morrison’s  lyrical  prose  and  vivid  imagery  bring  to  life  the  pain  and  resilience  of  her  

characters.  In  order  move  forward  we  have  to  know  the  importance  of  confronting  the  past  

which  illuminates  the  enduring  impact  of  slavery  throughout  their  story. 

 

The  novel  is  call to  action  to  address  the  lingering  effects  of  systematic  racism  and  to  

create  a  more  just  and  equitable  society.  Morrison  forces  us  to  confront  the  dark  side  of  

American  history  and  to  work  towards  a  more  hopeful  future  by  exploring  the  psychological  

and  emotional  consequences  of  slavery  which  was  in  the  past. 

 

The  Power  of  Storytelling  

Through  the  art  of  storytelling  we  can  say  anything  we  want  to  say  to  this  society  

easily.  Because,  people  will  start  to  read  a  novel  more  interestingly  if  it  is  in  a  story  form.  

People  will  come  to  know  the  harsh  reality  of  the  society  and  it  terms  of  livelihood  through  

a  story.  They  can  also  explore  the  emotional  depth  of  the  characters  which  conveys  the  impact  

of  slavery  more  effectively. 

 

Beloved  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of  storytelling  to  illuminate  the  human  condition.  

Through  her  masterful  storytelling,  Morrison  has  created  a  work  of  art  that  continues  to  

resonate  with  readers  today. 

 

The  Haunting  of  the  Living 

We  can  also  explore  the  ways  in  which  the  past  can  haunt  the  present.  The  characters  

in  Beloved  are  constantly  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  their  past,  and  they  struggle  to  break  free  

from  the  cycle  of  violence  and  trauma.  The  presence  of  Beloved  is  a  constant  reminder  of  

the  horrors  of  slavery  and  the  enduring  impact  of  the  past. 

 

The  memories  and  past  traumas  started  to  influence  the  family  where  they  trembled  to  

come  out  of  their  traumas.  Because,  they  couldn’t  differentiate  the  reality  and  their  and  started  
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to  believe  that  their  traumas  are  their  present.  To  come  out  of  the  traumas,  they  had  to  fight  

so  hard,  so  that  their  traumas  will  never  ever  haunt  them  again  instead  they  will  focus  on  

their  heights  they  should  reach  in  their  life. 

 

Maternal  Love  

Sethe’s  maternal  instincts  drives  her  actions  throughout  the  novel.  We  can  clearly  see  

that,  after  escaping  from  slavery,  she  is  haunted  by  the  fear  of  her  children  being  taken  back  

into  bondage.  This  fear  culminates  in  her  tragic  decision  to  kill  her  own  daughter,  which  she  

believes  is  an  act  out  of  love  to  protect  her  from  a  life  of  sufferings.  This  act  reflects  the  

extreme  circumstances  that  enslaved  mothers  faced,  forcing  them  to  make  unimaginable  choices  

in  the  name  of  love. 

 

We  can  explore  the  idea  of  maternal  love  as  both  nurturing  and  destructive.  Sethe’s  

love  is  more  powerful  but  also  leads  to  trauma  and  guilt.  The  presence  of  Beloved,  who  

represents  Sethe’s  deceased  daughter,  serves  as  a  reminder  of  the  past  and  the  pain  associated  

with  her  choices.  Sethe’s  relationship  with  Beloved  is  complex;  it  is  filled  with  longing  guilt,  

and  a  desperate  need  for  redemption.  This  relationship  illustrates  how  the  scars  of  slavery  

extend  beyond  physical  sufferings  to  emotional  and  psychological  wounds. 

 

Moreover,  Morrison  emphasizes  the  communal  aspects  of  motherhood.  Other  female  

characters,  like  Baby  Suggs  and  Paul  D,  contribute  to  the  nurturing  environment  that  supports  

Sethe  and  her  children.  This  sense  of  community  provides  a  counterbalance  to  the  isolation  

and  trauma  inflicted  by  slavery,  highlighting  the  importance  of  shared  experiences  and  collective  

healing. 

In  summary,  the  theme  of  motherhood  in  “Beloved”  is  multifaceted,  showing  how  love  

can  compel  a  mother  to  protect  her  children  at  all costs  while  also  revealing  the  deep  scars  

left  by  slavery.  It  serves  as  a  poignant  exploration  of  the  lengths  to  which  a  mother  will  go  

for  her  children  and  the  heavy  burden  of  guilt  and  trauma  that  can  accompany  such  love. 

 

This  theme  can  be  connected  to  the  broader  discussion  of  discrimination  and  shame,  as  

it  illustrates  how  systematic  oppression  impacts  the  most  fundamental  human  relationships.  The  

shame  of  slavery  not  only  affects  the  individual  but  also  reverberates  through  families  and  

communities,  shaping  their  identities  and experiences. 
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The  Shame  of  a  Nation  

The  nation’s  shame  is  intricately  woven  into  the  fabric  of  the  narrative,  reflecting  the  

deep  scars  of  slavery  and  its  enduring  impact  on  both  individuals  and  society  as  a  whole.  

Toni  Morrison  uses  the  character’s  experiences  to  illustrates  how  the  legacy  of  slavery  creates  

a  collective  shame  that  permeates  the  national  consciousness. 

 

One  of  the  most  striking   aspects  of  this  theme  is  how  the  characters  embody  the  

trauma  of  their  past.  Sethe’s  actions,  particularly  her  decision  to  kill  her  daughter  to  protect  

her  from  the  horrors  of  slavery,  highlights  the  extreme  lengths  to  which  individuals  go  when  

faced  with  the  shame  of  their  history.  This  act  is  not  only  a  personal  tragedy  but  also  a  

reflection  of  the  broader  societal  shame  associated  with  the  institution  of  slavery.  Sethe’s  guilt  

and  trauma  are  emblematic  of  the  collective  burden  carried  by  African  Americans,  who  grapple  

with  the  legacy  of  their  ancestor’s  sufferings. 

 

We  can  also  explore  the  idea  of  memory  as  a  means  confronting  national  shame.  The  

character  of  Beloved  serves  as  a  physical  manifestation  of  the  past  that  cannot  be  ignored.  

Her  presence  forces  Sethe  and  community  to  confront  their  shared  history,  suggesting  that  true  

healing  requires  acknowledging  and  reckoning  with  the  shameful  aspects  of  the  nation’s  past.  

The  haunting  memories  of  slavery  are  not  just  personal  but  re  tied  to  a  larger  narrative  that  

encompasses  the  collective  guilt  of  a  society  that  has  historically  marginalized  and  oppressed. 

 

Additionally,  the  novel  delves  into  the  concept  of  identity  and  how  it  is  shaped  by  the 

shame  of  the  past.  Characters  struggle  with  their  sense  of  self  in  the  aftermath  of  slavery,  as  

they  navigate  the  complexities  of  their  identities  in  a  society  that  dehumanized  them.  Morrison  

illustrates  that  the  shame  of  the  nation  is  not  only  about  historical  atrocities  committed  but  

also  the  ongoing  effects  of  racism  and  discrimination  that  continue  to  shape  the  lives  of  

African  Americans. 

 

In  Beloved,  it  serves  as  a  powerful  commentary  on  the  lasting  impact  of  slavery.  

Through  the  experiences  of  her  characters,  Morrison  highlights  the  need  for  acknowledgement,  

remembrance,  and  healing  as  essential  steps  in  addressing  the  collective  shame  that  lingers  in  

the  national  consciousness.  This  theme  resonates  deeply,  prompting  readers  to  reflect  on  the  

ongoing  struggles  for  justice  and  recognition  in  the  face  of  a  painful  history. 
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Discrimination  and  Marginalization 

This  novel  powerfully  addresses  the  theme  of  discrimination  and  marginalization,  

intricately  depicting  the  struggles  faced  by  African  Americans  in  the  aftermath  of  slavery.  The  

novel  offers  a  profound  exploration  of  how  systematic  racism  and  marginalization  has  often  

forced  the  African  Americans  to  confront  a  society  that  views  them  as  inferior.  This  

discrimination  is  not  merely  personal  but  also  systematic,  as  the  legacy  of  slavery  permeates  

social  structures,  denying  individuals  the  opportunity  for  dignity  and  self – actualization. 

 

We  can  also  see  the highlights  of  the  marginalization  of  women,  particularly  through  

the  character  of  Sethe  and  her  relationship  with  her  community.  The  novel  illustrates  how  

gender  intersects  with  race,  compounding  the  discrimination  that  women  like  Sethe  face.  Her  

struggle  for  agency  and  recognition  within  a  patriarchal  racially  biased  society  underscores  the  

unique  challenges   that  marginalized  women  endure.  The  silencing  of  their  voices  and  

experiences  emphasizes  the  need  for  representation  and  acknowledgement  in  a  world  that  often  

overlooks  their  contributions  and  sufferings. 

 

As  we  know,  the  character  of  Beloved  serves  as  a  haunting  reminder  of  the  past,  

embodying  the  trauma  and  pain  of  those  who  have  been  marginalized.  Her  presence  forces  

Sethe  and  the  community  to  confront  their  collective  history,  highlighting  the  importance  of  

memory  in  the  fight  against  discrimination.  The  acknowledging  and  understanding  the  part  is  

crucial  for  healing  and  reclaiming  identity  in  a  society  that  has  historically  sought  to  erase  it. 

We  can  see  the  exploration  of  discrimination  and  marginalization,  revealing  the  complex  

interplay  of  race,  gender,  and  history.  Through  rich  characterizations  and  evocative  narrative,  

it  invites  readers  to  reflect  on  the  ongoing  struggles  against  systematic  oppression  and  the  

importance  of  recognizing  and  valuing  the  voices  of  those  who  have  been  marginalized.  This  

novel  ultimately  calls  for  a  deeper  understandings  of  the  past  as  a  means  to  foster  empathy,  

healing,  and  social  change  in  the  present. 

 

Conclusion 

We have seen that how marginalization, discrimination and slavery  has  endured  the  family 

of  Sethe  just  because  they  were  Black  people.  We’ve  seen  the  maternal  love,  the  complexities  

of  trauma,  and  the  destructive  power  of  the  past  in  the  character  of  Sethe. 
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Memory, identity,  and  community  plays  a  major  role  in  Sethe’s  family  which  have  torn  

them  into  pieces.  The  psychological  and  emotional  consequences  of  slavery  has  forced  us  to  

confront  the  dark  side  of  American  history  and  to  work  towards  a  more  just  and  equitable  

future. 

 

Beloved  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of  storytelling  to  illuminate  the  human  condition.  

To  resonate  with  the  readers  today,  Morrison  has  created  a  work  of  art  through  her  lyrical  

prose  and  vivid  imagery.  It  is  a  haunting  reminder  of  the  past  and  a  call  to  action  for  a  more  

just  future.  Because,  it  is  not  just  about  the  African  Americans  but  the  people  all  over  the  

world  who  are  suffering  by  marginalization  and  discrimination.  They  are  treated  as  slaves  and  

dis -  humanized. 

 

Women  are  doubly  suppressed  as  they  undergoes  both  gender  and  race  discrimination.  

This  act  of  society  brings  a  shame  to  the  nation.  As  we’ve  seen  a  mother  has  been  struggling  

to  save  her  children  from  this  harsh  society,  she  even  killed  her  own  child  in  the  sake  of  

protecting  her  child.  The  nation  should  be  ashamed  of  this  act  for  being  a  cruel  monster  to  

make  a  mother  to  kill  her  own  child. 

 

The  change  will  come  not  through  the  society  and  government  but  through  the  individual.  

Each  of  us  should  start  to  treat  others  equally,  there  is  no  certain  groups  which  are  superior  

or  lower.  All men are deserved to be treated equally and this will happen only through the change of 

each individual. 
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